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Communication with your baby starts as soon as they are
born. Children need you to help them learn the skills they
need to be the best talkers they can be. Early conversations
with your baby will involve responding to their cries, looking
at each other and taking turns to copy faces and sounds.

Most parents naturally use gestures with their child as soon
as they are born e.g. holding arms outstretched and saying
“up you come”, waving ‘bye-bye’ etc. The child usually
understands the gesture before he/she understands the word.

Some children start to use words very early whilst others
need more time before they begin to vocalise or start to use
words. Often children are able to imitate actions long before
they are able to say words and begin to copy gestures in
order to request or comment.

Signing along to favourite nursery rhymes is a great way to
support the use of actions and gesture. You don’t need to
sign every word. The key signs for the words to each of the
rhymes in this booklet are in bold. The relevant signs are
shown beneath, have a look at the signs before you start
singing and have a go!!!

Have fun
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Little
Monkeys

5 little monkeys jumping on the bed
1 fell off and bumped his head

Mummy called the doctor and the doctor said
NO more monkeys jumping on the bed:!
4 little monkeys jumping on the bed....




A hedgehog is very prickly

A hedgehog is very prickly
A hedgehog is very prickly
He couldn’t be anything else

A snalke is very slippery
A snalke is very slippery
A snalke is very slippery
He couldn’t be anything else

A WOrm is very wriggly

A WOrm is very wriggly

A WOrm is very wriggly
He couldn’t be anything else
A monkey is very cheeky
A monkey is very cheeky
A monkey is very cheeky
He couldn’t be anything else

A crocodile is very snappy
A crocodile is very snappy
A crocodile is very snappy
He couldn’t be anything else







Baa baa Dlack Sheep, have you any wool?
Yes sir, yes sir, s bag's fun

One for the MASEET, one for the dame

And one for the little boy who lives down the lane







Five fat SAUSAZES sizzling in a pan,
One went POP and then it was & OI1€
Four fat SAULSAZES sizzling in a pan,
One went POP and then it was gone

Three fat SAUSAZES sizzling in a pan,
One went POP and then it was ZOI1€.
Two fat SAUSAZES sizzling in a pan,
One went POP and then it was &' OI1€.
One fat SAUSAZC sizzling in a pan,

It went POP and then it was £ OIl€.




Five Little
Ducks

Five little AULCKS went SWiIMMing one day
Over the pond and far away

Mummy duck shouted quack quack quack
And only four little ducks came back

Four little AU1CKS went SWImmlng' one day
Over the pond and far away

Mummy duck shouted quack quack quack
And only three little ducks came back

NB. In this context swim will be a paddling action



1 hear thunder,
1 hear thunder,

Oh! Don’t you?
Oh! Don’t you?
Pitter, patter IaiNAroOps
Pitter, patter FaiNdrops

rm wet through
rm wet through

I SEE blue skies

I SEE€ blue skies

Way up hig' h

Way up hig h

Hurry up the SUNShine
Hurry up the sunshine
I'll soon dry

I’ll soon dry







rm a little A€TOPlane rm alittle A€TOPlane
Flying in the sky Flying all around
Higherana higher Lower ana lower
See ine clouds go by. Now I'm on the ground.

NB. This song is in the same theme tune as I'm a little tea pot




Splde

Incy Wincy spider climbed up the water spout

Down came the I'111 and washed the spider out

Out came the SULI1 and dried up all the rain

So Incy Wincy Spider climbed up the spout 4.2 ain




Miss Polly had a dOl].y who was sick sick sick
So she phoned for the doctor to be quick quick quick
The doctor came with his bag' and his hat
And he knocked at the door with a rat a tat tat
He looked at the dO].].y and he shook his head

And he said Miss Polly put her straight to bed

He WI'Ot€ on a paper for a pill pill pill
T'll be back in the MOTNING' yes I will
will will
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Old MacDonald had a farm

Ee I ee I oh!

And on that fAT' 111 he had a COW
Ee I eeIoh!

With a moo — moo here
And a moo - moo there
Here a moo, there a moo
Everywhere a moo — moo

Old MacDonald had a farm
EeIeeloh!!
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One elephant went out to lay,

Upon a spider’s web one (LAY

He had such enormous fun,

That he called for another elephant to come!

Two €lephants went out to play,

Upon a Spider’s web one day

He had such enormous fUI1,

That he called for another elephant tO come:

Three elephants went out to play,
Upon a splder’s web one day

He had such enormous fun,

That he called for another elephant tO come!

Four elephants went out one day,
Upon a spider’s web to play,

They had such tremendous fun,

But the web it broke and they all fell down.
(Everyone then falls to the floor)







The wheels on the DS go round and round

Round and round

Round and round
The wheels on the buS go round and round
A day iong.

The MM UIININIES on the DS sing to us
Sing to us

Sing to us

The INTLIMINIES on the DUS sing to us
A day iong.

The dadd1es on the D11S - read a book
read a book

read a book

The daddies on the DUS - read a book
A day iong.




Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle twinkle little StaI
How T wonder what you are

Twinkle twinkle little StaT
How T wonder what you are
Up above the world so hlg h
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There’s a Spider on the floor, on the floor.
There’s a Spider on the floor, on the floor
There’s a Splder on the floor, tell me are there any 1Y1OT°€,
There’s a Spider on the floor, on the floor

There’s a Spider on my knee, on my knee
There’s a Splder on my knee, on my knee
There’s a Spider on my knee and he is very tickly
There’s a Splder on my knee on my knee

There’s a Spider on my arm, on my arm
There’s a Spider on my arm, on my arm
There’s a Splder on my arm but he won’t do any harm
There’s a Spider on my arm, on my arm

There’s a Spider on my hair, on my hair
There’s a Splder on my hair, o ir
Q 2
There’s a S n my hair, tell me what’s ne doing there
ere’s a Splder on my hair, on my hair

NB. This song is in the same theme tune as
If you’re happy and you know it....







This 18
the way

This is the way we DTUSh our hair
brush our hair, brush our hair
This is the way we DTUSh our hair

Early in the MOTNIiNG'.

This is the way we wash our hands

wash our face, WASH our hands

This is the way we wash our hands

Early in the INOTrNING.

This is the way we DTUSh our teeth
prush our teeth, PrUSh our teeth

This is the way we brush our teeth

Early in the INOTNING.

This is the way we Slng' a song

sing a song, Slng' a song
This is the way we Sing‘ a song
Early in the MOTNING

NB. This song is in the same theme tune
as Mulberry Bush
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Local Authority
Parenting Offer

Children don’t come with an instruction
manual so when it comes to parenting, how
do you know what’s best and what works?
We believe every parent matters and
recognise bringing up children is one of the
hardest jobs in the world. As part of the
support available to parents in Hull we offer
courses to support families.

To find out more visit
www.hull.gov.uk/parentingcourses
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to build your baby’s brain every day

Sign up for free brain-building tips,
straight to your inbox.

L Search ‘NSPCC brain-building’

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR

©NSPCC 2019. National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Registered charity England and Wales
216401. Scotland SCO37717. The child and adult pictured are volunteers. Photography by Tom Hull. J20181352.

Tips and other brain-building resources provided by the early-learning experts at Vroom™, an initiative of the Bezos Family Foundation.
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